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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JACKY
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we know that You exist.
Every time we hear a baby cry or touch
a leaf, we are reminded of Your pres-
ence in our world. Lord, continue to
look with favor upon our Senators. En-
able them to go from strength to
strength as they strive to live in day-
tight compartments. Guide them
around the obstacles that hinder them
from living for Your glory. As they
strive to please You, empower them to
stand for right and leave the con-
sequences to You.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 14, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable Jacky Rosen, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kate Elizabeth
Heinzelman, of New York, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

INFLATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday’s CPI report told Americans
what they already knew all too well:
The disastrous effects of Washington
Democrats’ spending binge last year
still have our economy in a vice grip.

Year-on-year, inflation has hit 9.1
percent for the first time since the fall-
out of the Carter administration. And
the signs are inescapable. Price hikes
on everything from food to fuel to
housing are setting new multidecade
highs.

A shopper out in Oregon told a re-
porter recently she doesn’t buy beef
anymore. Here is what she said:

We kind of try to eat what we have while
we have it.

Yesterday, we learned exactly what
she and millions of Americans are up
against: the fastest rising grocery
prices since 1979.

In Nevada, the owner of a local diner
says:

My concerns are that my food costs have
escalated dramatically. I used to gut wrench
about [raising menu prices] 2 or 3 percent.
Now it is way more than that just to keep
my doors open.

Yesterday’s report says he is not
alone. Nationwide prices for food out-
side the home haven’t risen this fast
since back in 1981. And this new reality
is especially frustrating for those
working to help.

As the head of one South Dakota
food bank put it, “The donation load
seemed to lighten up. . When we
give out food boxes, they’re not as full
as they used to be.”

Right as working families are strug-
gling the most, so are the organiza-
tions trying to help them. Just one
more cruel twist of Washington Demo-
crats’ runaway inflation.

One of the first and most painful con-
sequences of the Biden administra-
tion’s failed policies have been the
soaring costs of energy. Remember, on
their party’s watch, the cost of heating
a home rose by double-digit percent-
ages last winter. Electricity prices
climbed at their fastest rate since 2006.
Prices at the gas pump have doubled
since President Biden took office. One
Pennsylvania woman said that ever
since her heating bill skyrocketed last
winter, she has had to scale back her
spending big time. Here is what she had
to say:

I need to hide under my bed and save every
dollar I can.

And in Maryland, one retiree reports
that ‘‘skyrocketing gas prices mean
that visits to the local library—about 5
miles round trip—no longer feel free.”

From day one, the Biden administra-
tion has worked overtime to make it
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